
Silently, the STILL RX 50 forklift truck enters St Peter’s Basilica through a side 

entrance – it almost seems to glide across the opulent marble floors. On its 

way, it passes works of art and tombs, including that of Pope Alexander VII, 

which dates back to the 17th century. The sight of a STILL forklift truck in one 

of the world’s most famous churches still comes as a surprise to many. After 

all, the heavy, bright orange truck does stand out from all the splendor around 

it. But recently, this has become a more familiar sight, as the truck’s driver, 

Giovanni, works for the Reverendae Fabrica Sancti Petri, the Fabbrica di San 

Pietro, also known as the Fabric of St Peter’s. Founded in 1908, it is responsi-

ble for the preservation and decoration of the world’s most important Catholic 

church. 

Fabbrica di San Pietro.
A forklift truck in the Vatican.
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The STILL truck is deployed on a wide range of tasks. “We use it a lot for masses 

and liturgical feasts, but also for general decorating,” Giovanni says. The truck has 

become an important tool in maintaining what must be the most-visited church in 

the world. And thanks to its electric motor, it goes about its work quietly. According 

to Giovanni, the many pillars and statues that cross his path are easy to navigate 

around, as the truck is small and compact. “The STILL truck is very easy to steer,” 

Giovanni adds, “and it didn’t take me long to get used to it.” 

The decision to go for this STILL model was an easy one. The Vatican has been using 

STILL trucks for some time, according to Loreno Leri, Head of Marketing at STILL 

Italy, but only outside in St Peter’s Square, where they are deployed to help with the 

setting up of seating for general audiences, for example. The rooms inside, however, 

are exclusively the responsibility of the Fabbrica, and the challenges of protecting 

the many precious objects and works of art within lead to different requirements. 

The truck can often be found bustling about between the bronze baldachin, which 

rises twenty meters above St Peter’s tomb and points up to Michelangelo’s dome, 

and the Cathedra Petri, the Chair of St Peter in the main apse. This is where many 

liturgical festivities and masses take place, for example at Easter and Christmas, 

and a lot of seating needs to be set up here and in the cathedral’s main nave. This 

is just the task for the STILL forklift truck. It picks up the benches with its fork and 

transports them to wherever they are needed, without leaving any marks on the 

marble floor or disturbing the peace of the visitors or the popes in their tombs. When 

the truck is in reverse, a small cone of blue light warns anyone nearby. Giovanni is 

Fabbrica di San Pietro

Tasks: responsible for all measures and the 

preservation of St. Peter’s Basilica.

Challenge: The lowest possible floor load 

on historic marble floors, low noise emis-

sions and narrow doorways and winding 

locations.

Solution: STILL RX 50-13 electric forklift:

Capacity 1.300 kg, extremely agile and 

quiet forklift. The most compact truck in 

its class.

For special liturgical festivities for example at 

Easter and Christmas a lot of seating needs 

to be set in the cathedral’s main nave – this 

is the task for the STILL forklift truck. 
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certainly delighted with his ‘loyal helper’, which can even move confessionals from 

one corner to another if required. When the truck is not needed inside, it is some-

times used in the grounds around St Peter’s Basilica to transport building material to 

where the old edifice is being repaired.

The RX 50 neither leaves any marks on the 

marble floor nor is he disturbing the peace of 

the visitors or the popes in their tombs.
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But the STILL truck’s main territory remains inside the church, where its agility and 

energy efficiency are a major plus. As Loreno Leri explains, these were exactly the 

features that convinced the Fabbrica to choose this truck. “STILL’s popularity and 

leading position on the forklift truck market is based on the safety of its trucks, their 

ease of use, and the precision with which they can be maneuvered in space.” Even 

when that space is sacred, of course. 

“The STILL truck is very easy to steer”  

Giovanni, driver

Watch our video:  

A forklift truck in the Vatican.
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https://youtu.be/OL6VKuD1aqk
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